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the first type of play were Beaumont and Fletcher. Others were
Dekker, Chapman, Middleton, Heywood, Webster, Tourneur,
Ford, and Shirley. The most prominent among the realistic
playwrights was Ben Jonson, but there were also Dekker, Chap-
man, Marston, and Heywood, as well as many minor dramatists.
Ben Jonson supplies the connecting link between Shakespeare
and Milton, for he has the former's realistic power and exuber-
ance and anticipates the latter's learned elaboration.1 He dis-
dained the chronicle play, which had been the most popular
form of dramatic art at the turn of the century. In the Prologue
to Every Man in His Humour (1598), he tells us he will not
. . . with three rustic swords
And helpe of some few foot-and-halfe-foote words.
Fight over Yorke, and Lancasters long iarres.
He was rather in advance of the times, for the chronicle play
survived another decade, but then went out of fashion.2 He
became an innovator with a new type of play, the comedy of
humours. The characters were each to embody a single humour,
or folly, or ruling passion, and the whole play often was designed
to expose a particular vice—Volpone, greed; The Alchemist,
trickery.
Jonson was also a determined theorist. He remarked that
Shakespeare had no art, meaning doubtless no formal rules,
and he himself followed classical practice in his closely con-
structed plays. His realism is as remarkable as his meticulous
workmanship. In the Prologue already quoted he says that he
will write about
. . . Deedes and language, such as men doe use:
And persons, such as comcedie would chuse,
When she would shew an image of the times,
And sport with humane follies, not with crimes.
To his chagrin he found that the two comedies he wrote
according to rule attained no great success, so he turned to
tragedy. To allow his classicism free range, he chose for subjects,
and entitled two plays, Sejanus and Catiline, but these tragedies
in the classical style never won popularity. He found his
metier in four comedies of 'humour', Volpone, Silent Woman, The
Alchemist, and Bartholomew Fair (1605-14). He also achieved
1 Gf. C. BL Herford and Percy Simpson, eds., Ben Jonson, i (1925), 127.
z See Prologue to John Ford's Perkin Warbeck (1634).

